
The Tithe Farm Way: 
Resilient pupils who have a life-long love of learning and are ready, respectful and safe in their choices. 

 

 Diagrams What will I know by the end of the unit? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who were the Mayans and where did they 
live? 
The ancient Mayans lived in what is now 
known as southern Mexico and northern 
Central America including Guatemala, 
Belize, Honduras, Yucatan Peninsula and El 
Salvador. Their dependents still live there 
today, and many of them speak in the 
Mayan language.  
Who were the Mayans and were they an 
advanced civilisation? 
The ancient Mayans were the longest 
standing civilisation around for over 3000 
years. They developed an advanced number 
and writing system.  
What was life like for the ancient Maya? 
Mayan adults worked as farmers, warriors, 
hunters, builders, teachers and many other 
things. Children from noble families could 
learn astronomy math, science and writing, 
but poorer children were only taught their 
parents jobs.  
What do we know about the rituals 
carried out by the Ancient Mayan 
civilisation? 
Mayans engaged in many rituals, one being 
the game of Pok-a-tok (a ball game) but he 
main ritual being sacrificial, following their 
religion and worshipping many gods.  
What caused the Mayan Civilisation to 
disappear? 
Scholars have suggested a number of 
potential reasons for the downfall of Maya 
civilisation in the southern lowlands including 
over-population, environmental degradation, 
warfare, shifting trade routes and extended 
drought. What is clear it that the Mayans 
didn’t disappear in the aftermath of the 
collapse.  

Key Vocabulary 

 

Knowledge of the world -  
Year 5: Ancient Maya 

Related previous knowledge:  Romans                                                                                                 Related future learning: Ancient civilisations 


